
“He has been raised; he is not here.” 
 
Where do we take our dead?  To the cemetery!  No one LIVES there, it is 
the final resting place for those who have passed.  So why did those who 
loved Christ look for him in the tomb?  BECAUSE they loved him, and they 
had yet to understand his words concerning himself. 
 
Tonight, we celebrate the LIGHT that pierces the darkness.  The Light of 
Christ that destroys the darkness of sin and death.  The light that illumines 
the path before us, helping us to not stumble along the Way.  The light that 
shines before us as a beacon, welcoming us to God the Father.  The light 
who is the LIVING Jesus Christ himself. 
 
Jesus taught his disciples, not only by his words, but by his actions.  He had 
no need of baptism by John in the Jordan River, but doing so he set an 
example for us.  He didn’t need to change the water to wine at the wedding 
in Cana, yet he showed his care for friends.  He didn’t need to wash the 
feet of his disciples in the upper room, but he showed them, and us, an 
example of humility and love we are ALL to have for one another. 
 
However, Jesus DID need to die, so that he could RISE in order to show 
that he defeats death, that he LIVES, never to die again.  This is our faith, 
that the promises made by Christ will be fulfilled for us, that in Baptism we 
are born NEW into Christ, and, being faithful to his words, we too will RISE 
with Christ. 
 
Easter is a time of celebrating new life throughout the world, both in nature 
and the Church.  This evening we welcome the Mason family into the 
Church through the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation.  In a time 
when so many believers in Jesus have lost sight of his light and wander 
away from his path, others are touched by God to seek His favor, His 
graces.  By this family’s initiation into the Church, may they, and all the 
faithful, be a beacon to those who have lost their way.   
 
So, where does one find Jesus?  He has been raised; HE  IS  HERE, 
amongst the living! 
 


